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Located on Northeast Portland’s thriving Alberta Street, this site has been 
the location of  a well-loved children’s bookstore for a number of  years.
The bookstore itself  is surrounded by substantial garden and outdoor deck 
space, which the owner decided she wanted to incorporate into her store’s 
programs. Her end goal was to be able to use the gardens, seasonally, for 
gatherings and book readings. Constructive Form designed a freestand-
ing, translucent-roofed structure that would provide shelter to the store’s 
outdoor deck. The project also opened a discussion with Portland’s Bureau of  
Development Services about how our client could ensure she would meet fire 
safety requirements for the new exterior covered space. We also helped our 
client determine the upgrades necessary to increase building and outdoor 
area accessibility.

Building type: Bookstore
Project type: Addition and Storefront Improvement
Project scope: Full contract
Client: Private
Size: 600 sq ft & covered patio 
Cost: Private
Schedule: 2013  


