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PROJECT
LANDSCAPE TRACKS RIPARIAN (RE) HABITAT

As a starting point for the design we studied riparian habitat characteristics, 
qualities, and requirements within our region in conjunction with the program 
requirements to design a mixed-use living and commercial project on a 
multi-acre parcel of  land.

Metro ‘Integrating Habitat’ Design Competition : Category 1
2008	 Portland, Oregon	
Mixed Use Commercial, Multi Family Housing & Ecological Restoration

Building type: Mixed Use: Commerical, Civic, Office, 
Housing, and Ecological Restoration & Enhancement
Project type: Design Competition
Client: Metro
Size: 6.8 Acres
Competition Year: 2008
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Primary ideas focused on providing contiguous greenways and flyway 
“fingers” across the site to support, enhance, and intensify the 
cultivated and native riparian forest landscapes, common spaces, eco-
swales, and building footprints that are organized as directional clusters 
running concurrent with the green tracks. Use and form of  the built 
environments within the tracks ebb and flow based on use: housing, 
gardens, orchards, outdoor sports fields, retail, neighborhood daycare, 
greenhouse, wood shop, craft center, fitness gym, offices, solarium.
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CLUSTERS & GLAZED COURTS

The mixed- use cultivated and native riparian forest landscapes, common 

spaces, eco-swales, and building development are organized as 

directional clusters running concurrent with the green tracks. Use and 

form of  the built environments within the tracks ebb and flow based on 

use: gardens, orchards, outdoor sports fields, retail, neighborhood 

daycare, greenhouse, wood shop, craft center, fitness gym, offices, 

solarium.  Each cluster is accessed from its northern edge and/ or 

multiple points along the common glazed courts. This approach 

preserves and maximizes south light and solar gain for collective spaces 

and each home.  


